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President's Letter:

Members,

Hello to all my fish-head friends at
TCWU. It is an exciting time for our
club and I look forward to the upcoming year with all of
you. So many fish, so little time……

I am truly new to this and I will up front ask for everyone’s
patience as I figure this deal out. I really want to say a
heart felt big Thank You to my best friend Joe for his
tireless work over the last 2+ years in forming this club.
He has done so much and we all owe him a debt of
gratitude for his formative guidance on this endeavor.
We have different personalities and styles of our day to
day, but we both have a passion for the success of
TCWU and for walleyes. Someday I will tell you about our
adventures on the tournament fishing circuit!! That is a
tale for another time……

That’s the debt we all owe to Joe. Love you man!!

In looking at our progress, I am so excited about our
member meeting in March. Babe Winkelman was a great
speaker and the post meeting feedback was all positive.
Look for a recap on the talk written by Russ in this
newsletter for the essential details. Thank you, Russ!

At of this writing a small group of club members are
planning a trip to the upper Rainy River this weekend.
The walleyes may not be there, but we are making our
annual Sturgeon Excursion and are hopeful to hit it right
this year. I’ll keep you guys posted……

Join TCWU Today

Last Meeting:
Thursday, March 1st
Babe Winkelman

***see re-cap in newsletter
below***

Next Meeting:
Thursday, April 5th

Steve Carney



I look forward to our April meeting with Steve Carney and
to learn what he will teach us. I look forward to my tenure
on this post and will try my best to keep the momentum
going. Please let me know if you have any ideas or
suggestions for upcoming meetings or events. I do
appreciate the input!

I look forward to seeing you all out on the water in 2018!!

Jim Wood
TCWU President

CLICK HERE TO VIEW TWIN CITIES WALLEYES
UNLIMITED'S GENEROUS SPONSORS & DONORS

Twin Cities Walleyes Unlimited would not be possible without our
sponsors. Please be sure to patronize all our sponsors: click on the

link above to see our sponsors.

Upcoming Meetings

Thanks to those that make it happen!

After wrapping up our annual March meeting just a few
weeks ago to mark our second year as an organization it
really makes you realize how far things have come in such
a short amount of time. From all the hard work put in by
the board members to those that have help volunteer and
even those who attend meetings, all of it has helped bring
the club where it is today.
 
Of course, you can’t overlook the main lifeline of the club – our sponsors. The list of
support has grown substantially since the club first began and what’s even more
impressive is how diverse they are from the point of endemic and non-endemic sponsors
(or those in the fishing industry and those that are not). It really speaks to how broad
walleye fishing is and what it means to those in our state – not that it would come as a
surprise to any of you.
 
The fact that our sponsors recognize Twin Cities Walleyes Unlimited as something they
want their name associated with means the world to us and makes the club want to work
even harder to help keep it that way. So, to them we say, thank you.
 
With that in mind, we’d like to also make a mention to a few of our newest sponsors. You
may have noticed some cool near gear at the last few meetings and that is thanks to
Simms, I Fish Pro and Connect-Ease, who have joined our team. We are beyond lucky to
have them as a partner and look forward to working with them throughout 2018 and
beyond.

Kyle Wood
Board Member of TCWU
 



If you’d like to check out a list of our sponsors, again, please click below:

SPONSORS & DONORS

Guest Speaker Re-cap
Babe Winkelman - March 2018

Due to the length of Babe's amazing and unique
meeting, we will re-cap his event in a three part
series.

Babe shared his amazing fishing insights by telling
them through his life experiences. It was truly a
wonderful, passionate and personal conversation
that captivated us all. The amazing journey of his
life story was one we could all relate to and
reminded us all of our past. A wonderful era, when
the little things like a stream and fishing helped us
forget the hard times, and gave us something to look forward to every day.

Part one, The Stream and Patterns

Every one of us had some magical connection that turned us on to the love of fishing.
The Stream was Babe’s. Babe was five years old when they moved onto the new family
farm. It had a stream on the property and he had never seen one before. He was
mesmerized by its wonder, the way it bubbled, swirled, curled and do whatever it did.
“When you have never seen something before and all of sudden, there it is, in all its
grandeur, wow”.
He would watch it and watch it and watch it. One day he saw something amazing. His dad
later told him the story, that he came running up from the stream and said “I seen some
striped Marlin in the stream! You have to get a rod and reel hooked up for me”. His dad
had a chuckle and proceeded to outfit him with a classic 4 ½ foot steel rod and a
Pfleuger reel, that didn’t really cast. Babe said “I didn’t know what they were but they
were fish and I was determined to catch them”. Well he caught a whole mess of them
“Stri-ped suckers” that day and by gosh they were going to eat them, and they did. He
fell in love that day with the sport of fishing. Every time he wasn’t doing chores he was
down at that stream. It didn’t matter what he caught, as long as something bit he was a
happy camper.

“Everything in nature revolves around patterns and these patterns are repeatable.
Everything in nature revolves around one instinct, survival of the fittest.

Everything in nature is in a battle for survival every single moment”.
                                                                             
Babe began to realize the fish followed patterns that repeated year after year.

The Suckers ran in spring.
Then the Northerns, which were a whole lot easier to clean then a sucker and its 9
million bones.
The Biggest fish in the stream during summer were river Shiners, Chubs, Suckers
and Bullheads.
Started realizing that sometimes the fish would be in the deep hole of the rapids,
or sometimes in the rapids, sometimes above the rapids in the slack water. The
fished moved around, and it was because of food.
With time he realized July 1st is when the fish were in the deep holes.
Crappies spawn when the lilacs bloom.
Fish digest slower in cold water, so the pattern is to eat and then move into
shallow warm water to digest.
Fish will always seek out the best way to grow (fatten) and make it through the



lean times. Always, survival instincts.

"The more you dig into the patterns the more you will get hooked on it."

End of part one, more to come next month with Babe.

Russell Nelson
Board Member of TCWU

Conservation Corner
Rusty Crayfish are an invasive species of aggressive crustaceans that are native to the Ohio River
basin. The species was first found in Minnesota in 1960 and since then have infested 50 different
bodies of water in the state, predominantly in the central and northern counties. Rusty Crayfish impact
their new ecosystems by feeding on the eggs of native fish species, destroy native vegetation, and
drive out or hybridize with native crayfish. This species spreads by the dumping of bait buckets and
aquariums into native waters as well as activities from commercial aquaculture. The Minnesota DNR
has classified Rusty Crayfish as a regulated invasive species, meaning it is illegal to release it into the
wild. While licensed anglers may harvest any crayfish to use as bait on the same waterbody it was
harvested from, with an additional allowance to harvest 25 pounds for personal consumption, it is
illegal to sell live crayfish as bait or for aquarium use. In order to reduce the spread of this species and
its impact on our aquatic environment there are several steps we can take:

1) Learn to identify Rusty Crayfish, they grow up to 5 inches in length, their carapace has a pair of rusty-
colored spots and their claws will often have black bands at their tips
2) Inspect your recreational gear for any aquatic plants or animals and remove any you find
3) Never release crayfish, fish, or plants from one body of water to another. 
4) Report any new infestations to the DNR invasive species program.

Will Roach
Board Member of TCWU
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