
March 2020

4608 Tower St.
Edina, MN 55424
(612) 440-7171

tcwalleyes@gmail.com

Twin Cities Walleyes Unlimited - Monthly Newsletter

***April Club Meeting Cancelled***
Featuring Ted Lesmeister

Hello club friends. Sadly, we had a little bad luck strike us all and we are
canceling the meeting due to the unforeseen Coronavirus circumstances.

We had amazing good fortune to have scheduled 2020 Hall of Fame inductee
Tim Lesmeister as our special guest speaker at our April 2nd club meeting.
Which just happened to be on the same day he is inducted to the Minnesota
Fishing Hall of Fame, Wow, that would have been cool! We can all look forward
to seeing Tim next year and happily remissness about it all.

We wanted to share a little about Tim below and congratulate him on his
achievements.

He has shared over 3,000 amazing stories
through articles in some of our favorite
reads such as Fishing Facts, Bassmaster,
Sports Afield, Outdoor News and
Minnesota Sportsman to name just a few.
Tim has an awesome blog we
recommend, click on the link below to
check it out.

https://www.outdoornews.com/outdoor-
news-blogs/tim-lesmeister/
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Tim is a gifted story teller and a
true Minnesota outdoorsman who
has experienced the outdoors all
over the world.

He has lived in Minnetonka since
1981, and began writing about
Minnesota’s outdoors in 1984.

Congratulations Tim on an amazing
career and your Hall of Fame honor. We
are very excited for your induction to the
Minnesota Hall of Fame on April 2, 2020.

We hope to reschedule this meeting
sometime next year and we all look
forward to hearing about your journey and
experiences from the past 30 years!

Thank you Tim and Congrats!

President's Letter

March Madness?
Thank you all for accepting me as the new
President of Twin Cities Walleyes Unlimited. I
am truly honored and privileged to serve as
President. I’d like to thank Joe and Jim for
being our past presidents, their leadership and
passion to get this club up and going has been
outstanding!

I never thought that my first letter would be
during such an uncertain time in our
nation/world. March Madness typically means
NCAA tournament, filling out brackets,

What is MN-FISH and
Why you should Join!

MN-FISH provides a strong voice
for Minnesota anglers and fishing



watching fun games and cheering for the
upsets. I guess in 2020 March Madness will
have a different meaning.

Our club’s annual meeting last month was
outstanding. I want to thank Ted for giving an
engaging talk with lots of questions from our
members. Make sure to read through the
recap in this newsletter. Also, check out our
Facebook page and watch a short video for an
additional tip from Ted. Look for a link to the
video in Ted's re-cap below.

Our March meeting also saw our club cross
over 300 members. Thanks to all the new
members and everyone who renewed their
membership, we appreciate your support.

Although our April meeting is canceled, we are
working with Tim Lesmeister, our speaker for
April and who will soon be inducted into the
Minnesota Fishing Hall of Fame, for a time he
can join us at an upcoming club meeting.

I look forward to our next meeting on May 7.
Perry Good is one of the most successful
professional walleye fishermen of all-time and
I can't wait to hear what he has to share.

We are also working on some club outings for
the summer, which I think we will all enjoy.
More details to come at our May meeting,
which is our last before our summer fishing
break. Hope to see you there and remember
to bring a friend, child, grandchild, neighbor…

In closing, hopefully things will get back to
normal soon. Spring is in the air, which means
fishing opener will be here before we know it. I
hope everyone and their families are safe and
well. Take care of yourselves and remember
to be kind to others.

Dale Meinders
President of Twin Cities Walleyes Unlimited

related businesses to the State
Legislature and DNR regarding all
things fishing.

They advocate, protect and
restore aquatic fish & spawning
habitat in lakes, rivers and
streams.

Seek greater reinvestment back
into sport fishing, representing a
portion of the estimated $271
million in annual state taxes
derived from Minnesota’s $4.2
billion fishing and marine
industry.

They support scientific and
common-sense fish management
for all game fish species, review
DNR fish stocking policies and
fish management programs to
maximize anglers’ success.

Advocate and seek funding for
new investment in fish
hatcheries, public accesses,
fishing piers and shore fishing
facilities.

Individual Membership
Options

Charter Member: FREE 2-
Year Membership
Founding Member: $35
annual dues
Life Member: $250 one-time
donation 

Click here to join and 
learn more about   

 MN-FISH

Summer Club Outing Saturday, June 13

Save the Date!

What amazing weather! We welcome the early spring especially with all the
hardships associated with the Coronavirus. We hope all is well with all of our
club members and we hope you can find something fun to do during the stay-

https://mn-fish.com/


at-home order. Kail Lavigne and I are getting fired up for the fishing opener and
are even more excited to schedule our next Club Outing. We have begun the
planning and have scheduled the TCWU summer event on Saturday, June 13,
at Lake Pepin. Kail and I are working out the final details, so save-the-date and
stay tuned for more information to come! 

Stay safe and enjoy the nice days!

Dan Camp and Kail Lavigne
TCWU Board Members

Board Member Spotlight
Dale Meinders, President

President Dale Meinders answers a few
of our questions and shares some fun
insights.

When did you join TCWU?
I’ve been a member since day 1 and a
board member the past three years.

Where do you live and with whom?  
I live in Woodbury with my wife and four
daughters.

Where did you grow up?
I grew up on a farm in a small town in northern Iowa.

What are your favorite things to do?
Fishing (of course), hunting (pheasants/turkeys), golf, family time and just
being outdoors especially around a good staring fire!

What sports teams do you cheer for?
Iowa State Cyclones, Vikings, Twins

Do you have a favorite fishing tradition?
When my daughters turn 13 years old I take them on a 3-day father/daughter
fishing trip to Canada.

What’s your biggest walleye caught?
A 29-inch walleye caught at Ghost River camp in Ontario Canada. Thanks Doc
for netting it for me!  

What is your favorite thing about TCWU?
I enjoy learning tips and new techniques to try from our speakers and sharing
our passion with others by volunteering for one of our events like the
Minnesota Youth Ice Fishing Clinic. 

Minnesota DNR News

MN DNR COVID-19 Response
In response to Governor Walz’s Stay-at-Home Executive Order, the Minnesota
Department of Natural Resources is postponing, adjusting, and canceling a



variety of public events and services. Please frequently check this page, as
well as the DNR’s Facebook  and Twitter  accounts. If you have questions not
answered on this page, please email the DNR’s Information Center or call 888-
646-6367.

Can I still go outside?
Executive Order 20-20 allows people to be outdoors, engaging in activities
such as walking, running, and fishing and hunting. Minnesotans can continue
to enjoy parks and other public recreation lands. We urge outdoor enthusiasts
to:

Stay close to home.
Not congregate when outdoors.
Follow social distancing guidelines from the Minnesota Department of
Health.

What is open?
Minnesota’s waters: you can fish if you have a license.
Normal seasons and fishing regulations apply.
Public water accesses: state-managed public accesses are open, though
the availability of amenities, such as docks, are contingent upon seasonal
maintenance.
State parks: bathrooms, vault toilets and shower buildings currently open
will remain open.

What is closed?
The following DNR-managed facilities:

Campgrounds, group camps, and remote campsites at all state parks,
state forests, and state recreation areas.
Camper cabins
Yurts
Overnight lodging facilities
Group centers, trail centers and other ancillary buildings
Visitor centers
State park contact stations

How can I do business with the DNR during the Stay-At-Home order?

We urge the public to use the following to do business with the DNR:

Buy or renew your License online.
Make or change camping and lodging reservations online or by phone at
866-857-2757.
Call your local DNR office
Email the DNR at info.dnr@state.mn.us or phone (888-646-6367) to
request information from the DNR Information Center.
Buy state park permits and purchase daily and annual passes online.
You may obtain a burning permit online or by calling your local forestry
office.

DNR issues open water regulations to protect
Lake Mille Lacs walleye

Walleye angling on Mille Lacs Lake will be catch-and-release only for this
year’s open water season, with the exception of the month of July, when
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walleye fishing will be closed.

Additionally, anglers will not be allowed to use live bait for any species in July,
except sucker minnows greater than 8 inches in length for targeting northern
pike and muskellunge.

The new walleye rule is among several regulations changes this year. Bass
and northern pike also have new regulations.

During the July live bait ban, anglers targeting northern pike and muskellunge
can use sucker minnows greater than 8 inches in length.

New regulations to maintain and improve fishing for bass and northern pike
include:

Immediate release of all smallmouth and largemouth bass greater than
17 inches during the harvest season that begins Saturday, May 23.
Limit of three largemouth and smallmouth bass.
Release all northern pike greater than 30 inches.
Limit of three northern pike from Saturday, May 9, through Wednesday,
March 31, 2021.

More information about fishing regulations on Mille Lacs Lake, ongoing DNR
management and research, and Mille Lacs-area recreation opportunities is
available on the DNR website.

2020 Minnesota fishing regulation changes for
Mississippi River border waters

Anglers will find a variety of changes in the 2020 Minnesota fishing regulations
booklet, including new possession and length limits on the Minnesota-
Wisconsin border waters of the Mississippi River. This is the first
comprehensive update of regulations on the Mississippi River border waters in
nearly 70 years.

The new border waters possession and length limits for most game fish
species went into effect March 1, 2020.

The new regulations for the Mississippi River border waters and Lake Pepin
include lower possession limits, and changes to some length limits, for walleye
and sauger, northern pike, shovel nose sturgeon, crappie, sunfish, yellow
perch, catfish, white and yellow bass.

The changes are proactive measures that will help both states manage the
effects that changing river conditions, invasive species and increased angling
effectiveness have on fish. Wisconsin has approved identical regulations that
will go into effect April 1, 2020. Some examples include:

Walleye and sauger limit has decreased from 6 to 4.
Crappie, sunfish, and yellow perch limit has decreased from 25 to 15
each.
White and yellow bass limit has decreased from 25 to 10.

Page 7 of Minnesota's  new regulations book highlights changes for 2020
throughout the state.

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/millelacslake/index.html
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/fishing/index.html?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


More than 50 invasive carp captured on the
Mississippi River

The Minnesota Department of Natural Resources is conducting an immediate
response to the capture of 51 invasive carp on the Mississippi River.
The invasive carp were caught by two commercial fishing operators near La
Crosse and Trempealeau, Wisconsin, during routine spring netting last
weekend.

When the commercial fishing operator operating near La Crosse saw what he
thought were invasive carp, he contacted the DNR. The DNR invasive carp
field crew assisted in removing and identifying the fish. The DNR identified 39
silver carp and 11 grass carp caught in Pool 8 of the Mississippi, just south of
La Crosse, and one silver carp caught in Pool 6, about 20 miles farther
upstream. All invasive carp recovered have been given to the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service to determine their age, size and gender.

The location where these fish were caught is commonly netted because of
concentrations of commercially valuable fish. This is the largest congregation
of invasive carp the DNR has seen this far upstream.

Invasive carp have been progressing upstream since escaping into the
Mississippi River in Arkansas in the 1970s. These large fish compete with
native species and pose a threat to rivers and lakes. No breeding populations
have been detected in Minnesota waters to date. Individual invasive carp have
been caught as far upstream as Pool 2 of the Mississippi, near the Twin Cities
(bighead, grass, and silver), the King Power Plant on the St. Croix River by
Oak Park Heights (bighead), and just downstream of Granite Falls in the
Minnesota River (bighead).

In response to this discovery, the DNR is working with the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service, the U.S. Geological Survey, the Wisconsin DNR and
commercial fishing operators to conduct large-scale netting, studies of the
captured carp and increased monitoring.

Special Thanks TROPHY Level Sponsors

Performance Fishing Gear for AnglersPerformance Fishing Gear for Anglers

Visit our website Visit our website

Thank You LUNKER Sponsors!
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http://thraneequipment.com/


Doc Wood's Pro Tip of the Month
Featuring Ted Takasaki

President Doc Wood interviews Ted Takasaki who shares this 
"Pro Tip of the Month". Click on the image above to link to

Doc and Ted's discussion.



Guest Speaker re-cap featuring
Ted Takasaki

What a treat to have Ted Takasaki join the Club at our March Meeting. We
all appreciate you coming up over from our friendly neighbor South
Dakota. Thanks for sharing so many cool fishing insights, strategies and
spending some extra time with members after the show. Here is a re-cap
of Ted's presentation for those members who couldn't make it.

Here is a little bite about Hall of Fame fisherman Ted Takasaki:

Ted grew up in Chatsworth, Illinois, which was not necessarily the hot bed of
walleye fishing. However, Ted had such a passion for walleye fishing that it
didn't matter. He chased his passion and became one of the true pioneers
and foremost educators on catching walleyes. 

Ted ventured into professional fishing and became a dominant force on the
professional tour; winning the prestigious PWT Classic Championship in 1998
and the 1995 PWT Top Gun Angler Award. He also set a one day weigh in
record of 5 walleyes weighing in at 53 pounds!

Today Ted continues to fish tournaments, host educational seminars and is
active on social media. He shares his awesome "Tip of the Week" through his
Facebook page, make sure to follow him so you get all of his cool tips.

We'll start the re-cap off with a one of his many statements of wisdom,
that literally is the formula for catching walleyes

“You cannot catch fish where there are no fish; we need to be where the fish
are. What concentrates the fish? Food. What concentrates the food? Structure
with cover. Find the cover on the structures where the bait concentrates and
the walleyes will be close by.”
                                              Ted Takasaki

Ted really connected with the club members. His passion was truly evident
throughout the meeting and you could feel it through the many powerful
statements he shared. Below are a few powerful statements and insights, that
really hit home.

He was adamant that we all must have a positive attitude when are out on the



lake fishing. Your mindset has to be "the fish are always biting somewhere. So
don’t give up, try one more spot and be confident!"

You cannot catch fish where there are no fish. Eliminate these areas of the
lake to narrow down your search.

What does a walleye think about when they get up? Breakfast! Walleyes are
looking for food, so find the food.

Where is the food?
Have some fun with this. Get a rubber made tub or aquarium, fill it with water
and put minnows in it.

Where do they go? Corners. They relate to the same structure on the
lake (inside turns).
Now add a rock, where do they go, into the crevices.

Your not to old to play around with minnows in a bucket, so round up your kids
and grand kids go have some fun studying live bait in their natural habitat.

What do we know about walleyes?
Early season walleyes are concentrated when they are spawning. These
walleyes can be unbelievably shallow. Find these locations for some
lights out action.
Walleyes are broadcast spawners. They need shallow rocky gravel and a
current or turbulence to spawn successfully. They can’t risk having silt
cover up their eggs or they will suffocate.
Optimal spawning temperature range is 44°F to 48°F.
The females will move out after spawning. The males actually arrive
before the females and will hang out until all of the females have
completed the spawning run. Additionally the males may stay in these
shallows for up to a month feeding on shallow water baitfish.
Walleyes are intelligent and are hard to catch due to not being
aggressive like a bass. Bass have a large strike range up to 10 feet,
whereas walleyes like to ambush and strike at close range.
Walleyes prefer 65°F to 70°F water.
Walleye stocking operations that raise fish in shallow weedy ponds
create an unnatural walleye instinct that orients them to the weeds once
they are stocked in our lakes.

Ted commented that "you will find the most aggressive fish are on the tip of the
points 6 inches off the bottom. You will catch those fish."

Techniques for catching walleyes
Try fishing the weeds on of calm water days. It's our natural instinct to
fish deep but try changing it up. Weeds provide excellent cover, oxygen
and bait fish, you need to target fish in the weeds.
When fishing the weeds, look for and target a changes in the weed line. If
you find a patch of coontail in a cabbage bed, you have found something
different. Pay keen attention to the cover and key in on fishing the areas
of change.
If they are not on the outside of the weeds try the inside.
Fish over the top of the weeds with weight less spinners. Requires a little
space, you need three to four feet of water.
Look for early season walleyes up against the shorelines. Pitching jigs up
against the rocks is a proven technique. You will be more successful with



a little wind for cover. Keep your distance on calm days and try floating a
bobber in to get close.
Target shorelines that drop into rocky bottoms and have current or
turbulence. These are the best shoreline spots on the lake.
Everywhere the water changes direction there is an eddy and a walleye.
Again, look for change, a pile of rock on rip rap is something different.
Walleyes will spook from shallow gavel but will hold tight in the weeds.
Don’t fish the long straightaways, look for the curve, corners and turns.

"Give the walleyes a buffet of choices until you catch one, then give them
more of what they want."

If you are not having any luck try different baits, (i.e., leeches, crawlers, and
minnows). Still no luck, change the way you are fishing. 

Try anchoring and use a bobber or slow jig presentation.
Try the opposite and speed things up. A fast rip jigging action may be the
trigger.

When you get a bite, try to figure out what happened just before the bite. What
triggered the strike? Pay attention to the details and you will catch more fish.

Equipment
Ted uses the JTX 7’1 mag medium light extra fast action custom rod made
with Japanese Toray carbon fiber, which makes the rod stronger, lighter and
extremely sensitive. He lets the rod do the work and plays fish all the way in.

This rod features Sea Guide Alien Reel Seats that have blank exposed
design and match the exact diameter of the rod to improve sensitivity.
These longer 7-foot rods; are tuned in to work the fish and cast further.
The extreme sensitivity of these rods are very important when jig fishing.

"Do you think walleyes look at your line and wonder what’s on the end of
it? You have to see the line or you are fishing blind.”

Line of choice 10 lb super braid hi-vis yellow because you can see it, and it has
no stretch, so you can feel it all the way.

Ted ties jigs straight to the braid but sometimes walleyes are line shy. He
adds a short mono leader, 18 inches, tied to a tiny #14 barrel swivel in
these situations.

Ted’s fishing tips and fun facts
First of all, don’t fish where there are no fish.
Your jig must be heavy enough to maintain contact with the bottom! Ted
would rather we use too heavy a jig then not be on the bottom.
Move or change until you find the formula. No more than 15 -20 minute
on a spot.
They say plastic is almost as good as live bait for a reason. Ted uses live
bait over plastic unless the hot bite is on.
Sharpen your hooks! Ted uses a Luhr Jensen 6 inch sharpener. Use long
strokes to sharpen the point at the tip and sharp on the back.
Open your jig hook point 5 degrees for better hook sets. It makes hooking
the bait and fish removal easier as well. Loves long shank jigs.
When you find walleyes in tight spots use spot specific presentations
such as Lindy Rigs and Jigs.
Who likes spot lock the most? Your fishing friend who used to throw out
the anchor, lol Ted was very funny!
You cannot catch fish where there are no fish. We need to be where the



fish are. What concentrates the fish, food. What concentrates the food?
Structure with Cover.
Structure is the bottom of the lake. Anything that lays on the bottom or
grows on top of it, is called cover. Weeds or rocks on the top of a point,
are what makes structure hold fish.

Does the color of the minnow matter? There are times Ted noticed that
walleyes only want the female minnows. They had a different color than the
males. So he went to the bait store and asked for 4 dozen female fat head
minnows. The store own said with a grimace "well buy 8 dozen and sort them
yourself!" Too funny and yet its a true story.

What does Ted love about fishing?

Ted loves to fish for walleyes with jigs. "There is no better feeling than when
that walleye thunks your jig."

Lake Winnipeg has the most amazing beautiful Emerald Holographic Walleyes!
Everyone needs to go there and catch one. Go in October and fish the
Winnipeg or Red river inlets, follow and fish the old river channels.

Taking kids and friends fishing.

How do you take someone fishing and make it so special they ask to go again?

You do what ever they want, which means sacrifice.
No fishing for you.
Bring a lot of food, snacks and drinks.
Let them play with the bait.
Get excited on their first fish, take a picture make sure you have them
hold that fish out. Blow that picture up on 8 x 10 and brag it up.

"If you want your kid or friend to go fishing with you, take them fishing."

We all at TCWU want to thank you Ted for coming out and speaking to
the club. It was an awesome educational, and engaging evening of fun!



For those club members that didn't make it Ted has some takeaways to offer.

Ted is active on Facebook and provides weekly video tips that are super
informative. He is definitely worth following and I personally look forward to his
weekly post. Check out his Lake of the Woods post it is amazing!

Ted has a brand new video and walleye print are available to purchase.
His wife Charlotte also just published her book Courage to Fly, which inspires
and coaches entrepreneurs to persevere and succeed when times are tough.

Check out the details below and contact Ted for more information

Thanks for the great meeting Ted and continued success!

"Ted's Fishing Tips" classic walleye fishing DVD's are available and will definitely help
Improve your walleye fishing skills.

Email Ted directly for information and he will hook you up with what you need.

Ted's custom walleye print "Moonlight Walleye" are available to purchase.
It is definitely a cool framed picture to hang at home or the cabin.

Email Ted directly for information and he will hook you up with what you need.



Did you know there is a
Take a Kid Fishing weekend, and its FREE!

Minnesotans 16 or older!
who take a child fishing who is 15
years or younger do not need a

fishing license of any kind on this
special weekend.

So plan a special fishing day or
weekend and catch some quality time
with friends, family or that special kid

who needs a fishing buddy.

Click on the Take A Kid Fishing logo
for more information and helpful tips.

Thank You KEEPER Sponsors!

https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/gofishing/learn-fish.html


Thank you VALUED Club Donors
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